
By 1st Lt. 
Jennifer Donovan
Dyess Public Affairs

The body of a B-1 defen-
sive systems avionics tech-
nician assigned to the 7th
Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron was found by
Winters Fire Department
workers at 7:10 a.m.
Saturday.

Staff Sgt. Alan Sacks, 24,
had disappeared while
swimming at the Elm
Creek Reservoir outside of
Winters, Texas, May 9.

“We would like to offer
our condolences to the fam-
ily and friends of Sergeant
Sacks,” said Col. Jonathan
George, 7th Bomb Wing
commander. “Sergeant
Sacks was a caring person
and a great Airman and his
loss will be felt throughout
Dyess Air Force Base.”

The Runnels County
Sheriff Department, the
Winters Fire Department
and various volunteers,
including many friends of
Sergeant Sacks, had been
searching from sunrise to
sunset everyday since his
disappearance. The
Salvation Army and the
American Red Cross assist-
ed and brought meals for
the searchers.

A memorial service for
Sergeant Sacks was held
Tuesday.

“Any time we lose a
teammate it hurts,” said
Colonel George. “Sergeant

Sacks has a great reputa-
tion as is evidenced by the
huge community of friends
and co-workers who came
out to show their love and
admiration of Alan during
the search and at the
memorial service.”

Sergeant Sacks was born
Nov. 6, 1979 in Vancouver,
Wash. He graduated from
James Madison High
School in San Antonio in
May 1998 and entered the
Air Force Nov. 24, 1998.

After completing basic
military training, he
attended the electronic
principals technical school
at Lackland Air Force Base,
Texas followed by his B-1
familiarization course at
Sheppard Air Force Base,
Texas. Sergeant Sacks’
awards and decorations
include: the Air Force
Commendation Medal, the
Air Force Achievement
Medal and an Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award.

Sergeant Sacks also
earned his Community
College of the Air Force
degree in avionics systems
technology on March 1,
2003.

Sergeant Sacks is sur-
vived by his daughter,
Alanna Sacks; father, Mike
Sacks; mother, Karen
Howard; step-father,
William Howard; sisters,
Lea Barrett and Sara
Sacks; step-sister, Syndi
Howard and step-brother,
Scott Howard.

www.dyess.af.mil/pa/news/news.htm

By Senior Airman Matthew Rosine
Dyess Public Affairs

The 7th Medical Group’s clinical labora-
tory service was recently awarded an
accreditation by the Commission on
Laboratory Accreditation of the College of
American Pathologists.

The accrediation was based on the
results of a recent on-site inspection.

The 7th MDG laboratory is one of the
more than 6,000 CAP accredited laborato-
ries nationwide.

During the process, inspectors examine
the laboratory’s records as well as quality
control of procedures for the preceding two
years. CAP inspectors also examine the
entire staff ’s qualifications, the laboratory’s
equipment, facilities, safety program and
records, as well as the overall management

of the laboratory. This inspection program is
designed to ensure the highest standard of
care for the lab’s patients.

The College of American Pathologists is a
medical society serving nearly 16,000 physi-
cian members and the laboratory communi-
ty throughout the world. It is the world’s
largest association composed exclusively of
pathologists and is widely considered the
leader in laboratory quality assurance.

Lt. Col. Linnes Chester, 7th Medical
Support Squadron commander, was pleased
with the results.

“The very successful outcome of the CAP
inspection is not surprising,” said Colonel
Chester. “(Our lab management and their)
talented staff have always set high stan-
dards and exceeded them. The entire med-
ical group takes pride in their achieve-
ment.”
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7th Medical Group laboratory receives accreditation

Dyess mourns
loss of Airman

Master Sgt. Sean Brennan

Maintainers with the 40th Expeditionary Maintenance Squadron at a forward operating location repair the flap of a
B-1 in the rain May 7. Recent storms caused some aircraft to divert to alternate landing locations.

Riding out the storm
Storm causes longest B-1 combat mission in history
By Capt. David May
40th Air Expeditionary Group
Public Affairs

ASIA-PACIFIC -- A 40th Air
Expeditionary Group aircrew from
Dyess flying from an unidentified
location in the Asia-Pacific region in
support of Operation Enduring
Freedom, completed the longest-ever
B-1 combat mission May 4.

The grueling mission lasted 23
hours and began May 3 when a 9th
Expeditionary Bomb Squadron B-1

launched on a patrol over
Afghanistan where it was assigned
escort duty for an Army convoy just
south of Kabul.

After the convoy made it safely to
its destination, the crew was author-
ized to return to base, but ended up
being diverted hundreds of miles to
an alternate location due to a large
storm moving into the area.

“It was a little windy (and) a little
rainy before we left,” said Maj. Mark
Bennett, the aircraft commander.
“But nothing indicated what the

weather would be like when we
returned.”

This was Major Bennett’s 17th
combat mission.

Capt. Mark Johnson was the copi-
lot of the crew and Capt. Matthew
Farley and Matthew Clapp were the
weapons systems officers.

As they were returning at about
three hours out, Major Bennett called
in to check the weather conditions
and found out about the impending
storm.

See Storm, Page 5
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Staff Sgt. Alan Sacks

By Senior Airman
Matthew Rosine
Dyess Public Affairs

Dyess increased its security
presence Tuesday with the
addition of new civilian aug-
mentees.

Armed security guards
from Worldwide Security
Services began augmenting
base security forces following
a recent contract negotiation.

“We are very proud to be
here,” said Todd Hurd,
Worldwide Security Services
transition team lead. “We are

very proud to be able to uphold
this part of the contract.”

The Air Force awarded
Worldwide Security Services
Ltd., a $23 million contract
April 26 to supply armed secu-
rity guard services to augment
entry control at eleven Air
Force bases nationwide.

The contract calls for armed
security guards to support
installation entry control and
vehicle inspections. Security
work will be performed at
Bolling Air Force Base, D.C.;

See Guard, Page 5

Dyess security adds new bluesuiters

Airman 1st Class Robert Morris

Security enforcement officer, Jim Traynham,
directs traffic at the front gate Tuesday. 

Saturday
weather

Partly cloudy
High 91, low 71

Courtesy photo



By 1st Lt. 
Jennifer Donovan
Dyess Public Affairs

The body of a B-1 defen-
sive systems avionics tech-
nician assigned to the 7th
Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron was found by
Winters Fire Department
workers at 7:10 a.m.
Saturday.

Staff Sgt. Alan Sacks, 24,
had disappeared while
swimming at the Elm
Creek Reservoir outside of
Winters, Texas, May 9.

“We would like to offer
our condolences to the fam-
ily and friends of Sergeant
Sacks,” said Col. Jonathan
George, 7th Bomb Wing
commander. “Sergeant
Sacks was a caring person
and a great Airman and his
loss will be felt throughout
Dyess Air Force Base.”

The Runnels County
Sheriff Department, the
Winters Fire Department
and various volunteers,
including many friends of
Sergeant Sacks, had been
searching from sunrise to
sunset everyday since his
disappearance. The
Salvation Army and the
American Red Cross assist-
ed and brought meals for
the searchers.

A memorial service for
Sergeant Sacks was held
Tuesday.

“Any time we lose a
teammate it hurts,” said
Colonel George. “Sergeant

Sacks has a great reputa-
tion as is evidenced by the
huge community of friends
and co-workers who came
out to show their love and
admiration of Alan during
the search and at the
memorial service.”

Sergeant Sacks was born
Nov. 6, 1979 in Vancouver,
Wash. He graduated from
James Madison High
School in San Antonio in
May 1998 and entered the
Air Force Nov. 24, 1998.

After completing basic
military training, he
attended the electronic
principals technical school
at Lackland Air Force Base,
Texas followed by his B-1
familiarization course at
Sheppard Air Force Base,
Texas. Sergeant Sacks’
awards and decorations
include: the Air Force
Commendation Medal, the
Air Force Achievement
Medal and an Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award.

Sergeant Sacks also
earned his Community
College of the Air Force
degree in avionics systems
technology on March 1,
2003.

Sergeant Sacks is sur-
vived by his daughter,
Alanna Sacks; father, Mike
Sacks; mother, Karen
Howard; step-father,
William Howard; sisters,
Lea Barrett and Sara
Sacks; step-sister, Syndi
Howard and step-brother,
Scott Howard.

www.dyess.af.mil/pa/news/news.htm

By Senior Airman Matthew Rosine
Dyess Public Affairs

The 7th Medical Group’s clinical labora-
tory service was recently awarded an
accreditation by the Commission on
Laboratory Accreditation of the College of
American Pathologists.

The accrediation was based on the
results of a recent on-site inspection.

The 7th MDG laboratory is one of the
more than 6,000 CAP accredited laborato-
ries nationwide.

During the process, inspectors examine
the laboratory’s records as well as quality
control of procedures for the preceding two
years. CAP inspectors also examine the
entire staff ’s qualifications, the laboratory’s
equipment, facilities, safety program and
records, as well as the overall management

of the laboratory. This inspection program is
designed to ensure the highest standard of
care for the lab’s patients.

The College of American Pathologists is a
medical society serving nearly 16,000 physi-
cian members and the laboratory communi-
ty throughout the world. It is the world’s
largest association composed exclusively of
pathologists and is widely considered the
leader in laboratory quality assurance.

Lt. Col. Linnes Chester, 7th Medical
Support Squadron commander, was pleased
with the results.

“The very successful outcome of the CAP
inspection is not surprising,” said Colonel
Chester. “(Our lab management and their)
talented staff have always set high stan-
dards and exceeded them. The entire med-
ical group takes pride in their achieve-
ment.”

eacemaker
A professional team, delivering bombing, airlift support, training and combat support to combatant commanders...   anytime, anywhere

P
Friday

weather

Partly cloudy
High 88, low 68

Sunday
weather

Partly cloudy
High 93, low 69

DYESS AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS

MAY 21, 2004
VOLUME 39,
NUMBER 20

The

DYESS
SORTIE
BOARD

7th Bomb Wing as of Tuesday

74 -1129
Monthly   Flown  Status

63
Monthly   Flown  Status

95% 93.5%
Goal    Current RateWORLDWIDE

DEPARTURE
RELIABILITY

Sched   Flown   Delta
483.8  490.5 +6.7+6.7

FLYING
(TRAINING)

HOURS

7th Medical Group laboratory receives accreditation

Dyess mourns
loss of Airman

Master Sgt. Sean Brennan

Maintainers with the 40th Expeditionary Maintenance Squadron at a forward operating location repair the flap of a
B-1 in the rain May 7. Recent storms caused some aircraft to divert to alternate landing locations.

Riding out the storm
Storm causes longest B-1 combat mission in history
By Capt. David May
40th Air Expeditionary Group
Public Affairs

ASIA-PACIFIC -- A 40th Air
Expeditionary Group aircrew from
Dyess flying from an unidentified
location in the Asia-Pacific region in
support of Operation Enduring
Freedom, completed the longest-ever
B-1 combat mission May 4.

The grueling mission lasted 23
hours and began May 3 when a 9th
Expeditionary Bomb Squadron B-1

launched on a patrol over
Afghanistan where it was assigned
escort duty for an Army convoy just
south of Kabul.

After the convoy made it safely to
its destination, the crew was author-
ized to return to base, but ended up
being diverted hundreds of miles to
an alternate location due to a large
storm moving into the area.

“It was a little windy (and) a little
rainy before we left,” said Maj. Mark
Bennett, the aircraft commander.
“But nothing indicated what the

weather would be like when we
returned.”

This was Major Bennett’s 17th
combat mission.

Capt. Mark Johnson was the copi-
lot of the crew and Capt. Matthew
Farley and Matthew Clapp were the
weapons systems officers.

As they were returning at about
three hours out, Major Bennett called
in to check the weather conditions
and found out about the impending
storm.

See Storm, Page 5

28

BASH BROTHERS
KEEP B-1S SAFE

NEWS,
Page 3

Big Country
Appreciation
Day Airshow
Information

FEATURES,
Page 8

+3

317th Airlift Group as of Monday

Staff Sgt. Alan Sacks

By Senior Airman
Matthew Rosine
Dyess Public Affairs

Dyess increased its security
presence Tuesday with the
addition of new civilian aug-
mentees.

Armed security guards
from Worldwide Security
Services began augmenting
base security forces following
a recent contract negotiation.

“We are very proud to be
here,” said Todd Hurd,
Worldwide Security Services
transition team lead. “We are

very proud to be able to uphold
this part of the contract.”

The Air Force awarded
Worldwide Security Services
Ltd., a $23 million contract
April 26 to supply armed secu-
rity guard services to augment
entry control at eleven Air
Force bases nationwide.

The contract calls for armed
security guards to support
installation entry control and
vehicle inspections. Security
work will be performed at
Bolling Air Force Base, D.C.;

See Guard, Page 5

Dyess security adds new bluesuiters

Airman 1st Class Robert Morris

Security enforcement officer, Jim Traynham,
directs traffic at the front gate Tuesday. 

Saturday
weather

Partly cloudy
High 91, low 71

Courtesy photo



Storm
Continued from page 1

“Conditions were rapidly degrading,” he said. “At that
point, we knew we had to get back as quickly as we could
before the severe weather hit.”

Captain Farley was the offensive systems officer for the
mission and could only see through the side window of
B-1 from his position behind the pilot. During the mission,
his third in actual combat, he had used his radar to con-
stantly map and monitor the ground in case they needed to
destroy any threats to the convoy.

“The radar looked really bad for weather,” he said,
although admitting that it’s typically not used for looking
at storms. “We were zig-zagging left and right to pick the
best path through the storm.”

As they got closer, because of the weight of the aircraft
and runway conditions, the crew had to either commit
themselves to the landing or make the decision to divert
elsewhere. They kept contact with the base and the choice
became a “rolling decision,” said Major Bennett.

Back at the base, another decision had to be made-
whether or not to launch a tanker to possibly refuel the
B-1 if conditions worsened, thereby giving up another air-
craft.

“We launched it with the intention that it would almost

certainly be diverted as well,” said Col
AEG commander, who made the decision
crosswinds, the tanker gave us much bet
ting the B-1 to a suitable location.”

After the tanker was up, this was a tr
the crew.

“When they told us ‘we’ve got a tanker
initely made a difference,” said Captain 
on his 8th combat mission.

As the B-1 approached, the weather c
en. From about 75 miles out, conditions w
said Major Bennett. “You don’t have tim
just concentrating on flying the best 
while at the same time working out you
needed.”

With just 10 miles to go and approach
150 miles per hour, the aircraft suddenl
to divert. However, this did not mean a s

“Until we had the gas and were on th
little concerned,” said Captain Farley. “
things that still have to go right.”

After successfully refueling, the B-1 
the alternate location, which was hundr
At this point, the crew had already bee
than 18 hours.

“Normally, most people have a habit
into (extremely long missions),” said Ca

Peacemaker News
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Guard 
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Andrews Air Force Base,
Md.; Luke Air Force Base,
Ariz.; Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas; Hill Air Force
Base, Utah; Whiteman Air
Force Base, Mo.;
Vandenberg Air Force
Base, Calif.; Nellis Air
Force Base, Nev.;
Elmendorf Air Force Base,
Ala. and Eielson Air Force
Base, Ala. as well as Dyess.
The award is a one year
contract.

“As limited military
resources are being focused

on fighting the global war
on terrorism, highly
trained and trusted private
security personnel are
being called upon to aug-
ment security support
services,” said Ed
McDonald, WSS president.
“We are proud to have been
selected by the Air Force to
join them in protecting
their homeland assets, per-
sonnel and families.”

Worldwide Security
Services, Ltd. was estab-
lished in 1992. Worldwide
Security Services is head-
quartered in Fairfax, Va.

(Steve Raquel con-
tributed to this story.)
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Estate notice
Anyone with claims against the estate of Staff Sgt.

Alan Sacks should call 1st Lt. Glenn Caron at
829-9773.
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we were expecting a (normal length mission).”
With all that was going on, Captain Clapp said he found

it easy to stay alert. He was the only member of the crew
to have flown longer missions during previous (non-com-
bat) flights. This was his 18th combat mission.

“No matter how tired everybody got, we were always
going back to basics,” said Captain Johnson.

After finally landing at the new location, the crew head-
ed for their bunks. They had all been up between 36 and 38
hours, including the mission brief, flight and maintenance.

“I’ve never been up that long before,” Captain Johnson
said. “That was the longest day of my life.”
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Twenty-three days remain until the Air Combat
Command’s inspector general team visits Dyess to
conduct an Operational Readiness Inspection.

Here is a key fact about personnel deployment
functions to inform those who might not normally be
familiar with the procedure.

◆ Family Readiness Briefings are considered “cur-
rent” for 12 months.

(Courtesy of the 7th Logistics Readiness
Squadron.)
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